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caustic tones, and with many shrewd hits, Mary answered. The
gloves were off.

But there was little fear that the person who had recoiled
from putting the Duke of Norfolk to death would of her own"
will destroy Mary. Mary's ultimate fate depended on public
opinion, just as Elizabeth's had done in the days of her sister;
not on the opinion of a handful of noblemen, whose names
looked imposing in a conspiracy and were really as sounding
brass, but on the opinion which, without any appreckble
government influence, found overwhelming expression in the
Elizabethan House of Commons.

TJaere had been a Parliament in the spring of 1571, called to
attaint the leaders of the Northern Rebellion, grant money to
meet the cost of suppressing it, and pass acts, including a new
treasons bill, to guard against the dangers of the time. Its feeling
about Mary was significant. One of the members was Thomas
Norton, who a few years before had collaborated in the writing
of the well-known tragedy, Gorboduc, the fifth act of which was
no more than a tract for the times on the subject of the succes-
sion, containing a palpable attack on Mary's tide. When the
Government introduced its treasons bill into this Parliament,
Norton had ready a bill of his own, which, without mentioning
Mary by name, quite effectively took away the title of her or her
heirs to the succession. He realized that Elizabeth would veto
it if given the chance, and so to prevent this, proposed to tack it
on to the Government's bill. Councillors used all their influence
to thwart him, fighting at every stage and helped by Mary's
friends; but they were defeated and were compelled to get the
more pliant House of Lords, where Mary's friends were many,
to draw the sting of the bill for them.

This was the temper of the House before the Eidoifi Plot.
What was it likely to be when a new Parliament met after the
Plot in May 1572? The first hint came from the newly-elected
Speaker; 'This error has crept into the heads of a number, that
there is a person in this land whom no kw can touch/ The great
business of the session was to make provision for the Queen's
safety, and the gracious words of Elizabeth - that she wished